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quantitative assessments of risk should be con-. These issues, of course, have both policy and fie implications.
UREAU OF FOODS
d and Drug Administration enforces the Federal rug, and Cosmetic Act and several related statutes, isdiction ranges from basic foods to the most d Pharmaceuticals and medical equipment.  The assesses the risks associated with thousands of existing products every year, functioning through -oriented units whose responsibilities are reflec-their titless Foods, Drugs and Biologies, Veteri-dicine, and Devices and Radiological Health (Figure
The bureaus1 agendas are dictated both through 1 planning and by external events, particularly tions for approval of new products. Because the of Foods has had considerable experience with s that pose potential cancer risks, the Committee used on this part of FDA in its review.
and Procedures
eau's risk assessment functions fall into three ategoriess review of petitions for marketing of pounds for which the manufacturer provides sup-
toxicologic and exposure (or use) data; planned ective or cyclic review of approved compounds, ing data on which the Bureau generally must take inds them; and review of inadvertent contaminants , supporting data on which are derived from many , including open scientific literature, monographs, , manufacturers' data, and agency-generated data, 981, the Bureau of Foods evaluated 65 food addi-two color additives, and approximately 45 animal-tit ions. These totals, however, do not reveal the umber of Bureau inquiries that could qualify as sessments, albeit perfunctory. Each time a new nant is discovered, for example, the Bureau per-ome assessment of the risks, although the avail-ta are often limited and little time is available er data before it must decide whether to initiate
measures. Similarly, every reported change in